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debt, or damages, for arly money or tobacco due or owing to him in his own right, or from exerci-
fing and praétifing the trade of merchandife, unlefs, previous to fuch fuit or merchandifing, he
{ball take the oath or affirmation as aforefaid; and in cafe of negledt thereof, the court

efore whom fuch fuit fhall be brought, fhall, ¢x offiio, enter judgment of nonfuit; and
»f any fuch perfon fhall exercife and praétife the trade of merchandife, without previoufly taking the
oath or affirmation as aforefaid, hefhall, for every fuch offence, forfeit and pay five pounds forever
hundred pounds of property fucki perfon fhall be deemed worth on the public affefiment of all pro-
perty within this ftate.

And be it enatted, That e\:/cr,y perfon chargeable with the treble tax aforefaid, fhall be }'or ever

" difabled, and rendered incapable to pra&ile the law, phyfic; or furgery, or the art of an apothecary,

or to preach or teach the gofpel, or to teach in public or private fchools, or to hold or exercife
within this ftate; any office of profit or truft, civil or military; or to vote at any election of eleftors
of fenators or of delegates to the houfe of delegates; and if any fuch perfon fhall offend againft this
a& in any of the particulars above fpecified, he fhall, for every fuch offence; forfeit and pay five .
pounds for every hundred pounds of property he thall be deemed worth, on the public affeflment of
all property within this ftate. o | | : :
¢ Provided neverthelefs, and be it enacled; That if any perfon; required by this a&t to take the
oath, or affirmation, aforefaid, and whofe name; or mark, fhall not be found fubfcribed as afore-
faid, fhall make it appear to the governor and council, within fix weeks after the firft day of
March next, or to the county court of the county where fuch perfon refides, which fhall firft
happen after the faid firft day of March next, that fich petfon is not a perfon offending againft
this alt; and, if of the age of eighteen years, at the time of fuch application to the governor and
council, or county court, as aforefaid, fhall take the faid oath or afirmation (as the cafc‘may be)
fuch perfon fhall not be fubject to the faid treble tax and difabilities aforefaid ; and; on acquittal
by the faid governor and council, or by the faid county court, fuch perfon fhall obtain a certi-
ficate thereof, and be entitled to have his niame enrolled in one of the magiltrates books as
aforefaid ; znd if fuch perfon has been fet down on the lift chargeable with the treble tax, and
tran{mitted to the commiffioners, the faid commiffioners are hereby enjoined, on fuch perfon’s
producing the certincate aforefaid, to eorrect the faid lift, and give notice thereof to the colle&or.
¢ And be it enafled, That all perfons, not having figned the aflociation, who have fled from

" this ftate fince the fourteenth day of Auguft, feventeen hundred and feventy:five; to avoid taking,

an a&ive part in the defence thereof, and have croflfed the feas, and who fhall not return on or
before the firft day of September, feventeen bundred and feventy-nine, and take the dath' or
affirmation as aforefaid, within one month after their return to this ftate, fhall be liable to the
treble . tax, and to the difabilities impofed by this act. : __ -

¢ Provided neverthelefs, That nothing in this a& contained fhall extend, or be conftrued to
extend, to any perfons who, having fled from this ftate as aforefaid, fhall, at any time fince their
flight, have taken an active part againft the fame; or againt the United States, by adhering to the
Britifh army or navy. '

¢ And, For the better afcertaining what perfons have fled from this ftate, as aforefaid,

¢ By st enalled, That the juftices of the feveral county courts fhall annually, at their refpeQive
Auguft courts, make diligent enquiry after every perfon who has fled from his county as aforefaid,
or who, returning after the firft day of March next, fhall neglet to take the oath or affirmation
aforefaid, within the time limitted as aforefaid, and the faid juftices fhall enter his name on
the minutes of the proceedings of their court at their then fitung, and, from the faid minutes,
thall make a fair and alphabetical lift of the names of all fuch perfons as aforefaids and tranfmitc
the fame to the governor and council, .

* And, Whereas many of the male fubje&s of this ftate; above the age of eighteen years,
are out of this ftate, on fome lawful purpofes, in fome of the neighbouring ftates, or in parts
beyond the feas: |

“¢ Be it enacied, That no fuch perfon fhall be affe@ed by any matter or thing contained in this
a&, unlefs fuch perfon, for three months after his return, fthall wilfully negle& to take the
faid oath or affirmation (as the cafe may be) before the governor and council, or fome magiftrate
of the county or tity where he refides. ’ |

¢ And, In order to difcover whether the perfons aforefaid, abfent from this ftate on or before
the firft day of March next, and returning after that day, have taken the oath or affirmation
aforefaid, within the time limited as aforefaid, -

““ Be it enafied, That the juftices of the feveral county courts fhall annually, at their refpe&tive
Auguft courts, make diligent enquiry after all fuch perfons returning as aforefaid, and omittin:
to take the oath or affirmation aforefaid, within the time limited as aforefaid, and fhall enter
their names on the minutes of the proceedings of their court, and fair and alphabetical lifts make
thereof, and tranfmit them to the governor and council. | : -

¢ And, Whereas all perfohs in the regular fervice of this ftate, or of the United States, or of

any of them, have already given, by fuch fervice, fuflicient proof of their attachment to'thé free-
dom and independence thereofy - € Be



